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MYSTERIOUS HISTORY SEASON UNDERWAY 
With Valentine's Day coming up, take a look at 
the odd history surrounding the holiday. 
PAGE 3 
The Eastern volleyball team began 
its long-awaited season Sunday, 
falling to Morehead State 3-1. 
Monday, February 8, 2021 "TELL THE U AND DON'T BE <\FRAID " 
Super Bowl watch party 
ZACH BERGER ( THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Camerin Buford, a freshman pre nursing major, and Destinee Carter, a sophomore psychology major, watch the Super Bowl in the 
Taylor Hall lobby. Taylor Hall Council prepared snack bags for students to pick up to watch the game. 
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By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @DEN_news 
Several events will be hosted at Eastern to 
celebrate Black History month during Feb-
ruary. 
Events during the month will focus 
around the theme "We the People: Redefin-
ing Black History." 
According to Eastern's newsletter, Yolan-
da Williams, an academic advisor and mem-
ber of the university's African-American 
History Month planning committee, en-
courages everyone in the Eastern committee 
and surround areas to partake in month's 
events. 
"This year's AAHM theme of We The 
People: Redefining Black History speaks 
to people of the African Diaspora not 
only being an intricate threaa in the fab-
ric of America, but also speaks to the fact 
that Black/ African/ African-American peo-
ple are and have always been a huge part 
of the democratic process," Williams said. 
"[And with] their participation in this pro-
cess comes a redefining of what Black His-
tory and Black Excellence looks like in this 
world." 
MONTH, page 3 
Students share Super Bowl Sunday experiences 
By Elizabeth Taylor and Emilee Tosh 
Associate News Editot and Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Eastern students enjoyed the 2021 Super 
Bowl game despite changes to celebrations 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The stadium where the game was held 
also had to enforce extra COVID-19 safe-
ty protocols so that the e;ent could happen. 
This year's Super Bowl was between the 
Kansas City Chiefs and the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers at the Raymond James Stadium 
in Tampa, FL with an audience of around 
25,000- a third of the size of the crowd 
from the last Super Bowl in that stadium. 
A portion of this year's audience was 
health care workers who have already re-
ceived vaccines. Players and coaches were 
tested regularly leading up to the game. 
Photographers were not allowed on the 
field itself, and the limit for reporters was 
much smaller; they were also separated by 
plexiglass while in the press box. 
Here at Eastern, typical social distancing 
and mask guidelines are still in place, mean-
ing that large Super Bowl parties were out 
of the question. 
In normal years, many residence halls 
plan events during the game, but gatherings 
are currently limited to 25 people without 
food. 
Taylor Hall held a modified version of 
their yearly Super Bowl party by offering 
"grab-and-go" meals of hot dogs or ham-
burgers. 
· Many individual students made their 
"I'm just chilling and watching the game with some of 
my friends. We did it with our families and now we're . 
starting a Super Bowl Sunday tradition together:' 
own plans to watch the game this year, ei-
ther with a virtual group or a small in-per-
son group. 
Emily Thorpe, a freshman music per-
formance major, said that she didn't watch 
the Super Bowl for the football pare of the 
event. 
"I just plan on hanging with my fami-
ly and eating the typical foo<l while ignor-
ing the game," Thorpe said. "I'll probably 
just watch the commercials and the halftime 
show." 
This year's half time show featured The 
Weeknd with around 200 dancers. 
Jackson Jansen, a freshman psycholo-
gy major, said that his group was making a 
small party out of the game. 
"I plan on watching the Super Bowl with 
my buds," Jansen said. "We're having some 
games that we're gonna play as the game 
goes on and finish with some pizzas." 
Some students have found alternatives to 
the traditions that they are used to on Super 
Bowl Sunday. 
Sidney Mayberry, freshman elementary 
education major, said that the Super Bowl 
-Sidney Mayberry, freshman 
was traditionally a family party in her home. 
"I'm just chilling and watching the game 
with some of my friends. We did it with 
our families and now we're starting a Super 
Bowl Sunday tradition together," Mayberry 
said. "It's just one more way to make us feel 
at home, since our friend group is like a sec-
ond family." 
With pandemic safety regulations shut-
ting many events down, the Super Bowl was 
many students' first opportunity to cele-
brate anything on campus with friends this 
year. 
Ryan Shepard, a freshman sports manage-
ment major, said his group wanted to make 
safety a priority while still having the op-
portunity to hang out. 
"My plans for the Super Bowl between 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the Kansas 
City Chiefs involve me watching the game 
with some friends abiding by safety proto-
cols," Shepard said. "Hoping for a tremen-
dous game." 
Elizabeth Taylor and Emilee Tosh can be reached 
.• at 581-2812 or den11ewsdesk@gmOil.com. ' ' ,. ,', , , WIKl~EPIA COMMONS PHOTO 
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Senate Republicans back Trump 
as his impeachment trial nears 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Don-
ald Trump's defenders in the Senate 
on Sunday rallied around the former 
president before his impeachment tri-
al, dismissing it as a waste of time and 
arguing that the former president's fi-
ery speech before the U.S. Capitol in-
surrection does not make him respon-
sible for the violence ofJan. 6. 
"If being held accountable means 
being impeached by the House and 
being convicte'd by the Senate, the 
answer to that is no," said Republi-
can Sen. Roger Wicker of Mississip-
pi, making clear his belief that Trump 
should and will be acquitted. Asked if 
Congress could consider other pun-
ishment, such as censure, Wicker said 
the Democratic-led House had that 
option earlier but rejected it in favor 
of impeaching him. 
"That ship has sailed," he said. 
The Senate is set to launch the im-
peachment trial Tuesday to consid-
er the charge that Trump's fighting 
words to protesters at a Capitol rally 
as well as weeks of falsehoods about a 
stolen and rigged presidential election 
provoked a mob to storm the Capitol. 
Five people died as a result of the me-
lee, including a police officer. 
Many senators including Senate 
Republican leader Mitch McCon-
nell immediately denounced the vio-
lence and pointed a finger of blame 
at Trump. Following the riot, Wicker 
Chicago mayor touts 
deal with union to 
reopen schools 
CHICAGO (AP) - Chicago May-
or Lori Lightfoot touted a preliminary 
agreement with the teachers union over 
COVID-19 safety protocols on Sun-
day, potentially averting a strike in the 
nation's third-largest school district. 
- Some-students could return to class-
rooms as soon as Thursday, with the re-
opening of school phased-in by grade. 
Also, the city agreed to vaccinate 1,500 
teachers and staff weekly at vaccina-
tion sites dedicated to Chicago Pub-
lic Schools. The possible deal - which 
still requires approval from the Chicago 
Teachers Union - also includes met-
rics that would trigger school closings 
when cases spike. 
The union and district have been 
fighting for months over a plan to grad-
ually reopen the roughly 340,000-stu-
dent district, with talks breaking down 
in recent days on issues including vac-
cinations. Lightfoot and CPS officials 
had threatened to lock educators out 
of teaching systems multiple times, 
which the union said would lead to a 
strike for the second time in less than 
two years. 
By Sunday, the first-term mayor 
who had been visibly agitated at recent 
news conferences, was smiling. 
While she called it a "tentative agree-
ment," the union characterized it as an 
offer that required further review. 
said Americans "will not stand for this 
kind of attack on the rule of law" and 
without naming names, said "we muse 
prosecute" those who undermine de-
mocracy. 
But with Trump now gone from 
the presidency, Republicans have 
shown little political appetite to take 
further action, such as an impeach-
ment conviction chat could lead to 
barring him from running for future 
office. Those partisan divisions appear 
to be hardening ahead ofTrump's tri-
al, a sign of his continuing grip on the 
GOP. 
On Sunday, Wicker described 
Trump's impeachment trial as a 
"meaningless messaging partisan exer-
cise." When asked ifTrump's conduct 
should be more deserving of impeach-
ment than President Bill Clinton's, 
whom Wicker voted co impeach, 
he said: "I'm not conceding that the 
President Trump incited an insur-
rection." Clinton's impeachment, in 
1998, was sparked by his false denial 
in a deposition of a sexual relationship 
with a White House intern. 
Republican Sen. Rand Paul of 
Kentucky dismissed Trump's trial as 
a farce with "zero chance of convic-
tion," describing Trump's words to 
protesters to "fight like hell" as Con-
gress was voting to ratify Joe Biden's 
presidential victory as "figurative" 
speech. 
Toni Brady wins Super 
Bowl No. 7, Tanipa Bay 
beats Kansas City 31-9 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) - Tom 
Brady made his seventh Super Bowl 
title look familiar - despite moving 
south to a· new team and conference 
during a pandemic. 
Brady threw two touchdown 
passes co old friend Rob Gronkows-
ki and one co good pal Antonio 
Brown, and the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers beat Patrick Mahomes and 
Kansas City 31-9 on their home 
field in Super Bowl 55 on Sunday. 
The GOAT extended his Super 
Bowl titles' record in his 10th ap-
pearance, his first without Patriots 
coach Bill Belichick. The 43-year-
old Brady broke his own mark for 
oldest player to win a Super Bowl 
. 
and joins Hall of Farner Peyton 
Manning as the only quarterbacks 
to win one with multiple franchis-
es. 
The Buccaneers (15-5) won their 
second NFL title and first in 18 
years while becoming the first team 
to play the big game at home, cap-
ping an unusual and challenging 
season played through the novel 
coronavirus. They won three road 
games as a wild-card team to reach 
the Super Bowl. 
Tampa's victory prevented Ma-
homes and the Chiefs (16-3) from 
becoming the first repeat champi-
ons since Brady's Patriots did it in 
2003-04. 
FOLLOW 
US ON TWITTER 
-
@DEN_NEWS 
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Mysterious history of Valentine's Day 
By Emilee Tosh 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
The origin of Valentine's Day is 
filled with mystery and controver-
sy. 
According to "History of Valen-
tine's Day" from history.com, there 
are all kinds of legends surround-
ing the holiday, but there are a few 
more well known, and widely ac-
cepted stories. 
It is believed that the Catholic 
Church wanted to place the feast 
of St. Valentine in the middle of 
February in order to "Christianize" 
Lupercalia, a pagan festival. 
Lupercalia, which usually took 
place February fifteenth, was a fer-
tility festival. 
It was to honor the Roman god 
of agriculture, Faunus, and the 
» MONTH 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE l 
So far events have been held dis-
cussing systematic oppression, rac-
ism, the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, safety and the breaking of 
socio-cultural color barriers. The 
women of the Omicron Delta chap-
ter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
also hosted a workout with the so-
rority Thursday evening. 
On Feb. 10 two events will be 
held for Black History Month. 
Glimpses of Ghana: Maakye! wiJI 
be held at 2 p.m. and feature East-
ern graduate student Frank Gyimah 
discussing the culture, history and 
people of his home country, Ghana. 
brothers Romulus and Remus. Lu-
percalia was able to survive Christi-
anity, but due to being "un-Chris-
tian", was outlawed. 
This was followed by Pope Gela-
sius declaring February fourteenth 
as St. Valentine's Day. 
Although it was declared Valen-
tine's Day at the end of the fifth 
century, it wasn't a recognized 
as a romantic holiday until Eng-
lish poet Geoffrey Chaucer's 1375 
poem "Parliament of Foules". 
He wrote the line "For this was 
sent on Seynt Valentyne's day/ 
Whan every foul cometh ther to 
choose his mate." 
Soon, the idea of Cupid was de-
veloped. 
The main basis of this was Eros, 
the Greek god of Love. 
He is said to h'ave been immor-
Later that evening at 6 p.m. 
Eastern's AAHM committee will 
host Bougee, Ratchet, Ghetto: De-
fining 21st Century Black Wom-
anhood. The event will be led by 
Kelsey Bogard and Tradare Mclau-
rine. 
The event's theme is described 
as; 
«Black women are often labeled 
with stereotypes such as boogie, 
ghetto, or ratchet. Sometimes even 
angry. This discussion will explain 
the parallels between the terms 
bougie, ghetto, and ratchet and the 
"strong Black woman" and "strong 
cal and had a habit of toying with 
the emotions of Gods and humans 
alike. 
He would use his golden arrows 
to hit unsuspecting lovers to create 
feelings of love and admiration. 
Later on, in the Hellenistic pe-
riod, he began to be depicted as 
a "mischievous, chubby child", 
which we think of to this day. 
The first "valentine" love letter 
in recorded history was written by 
Charles, the Duke of Orleans, in 
1415. 
Charles, a relative of King 
Charles the VI of France, became 
a war prisoner during a fight be-
tween noblemen for control over 
France. 
During his imprisonment, he 
wrote a letter to his wife in which 
he referred to her as his valentine. 
Black independent woman." We 
will also discuss how all limit Black 
women's ability to emote transpar-
ently and further promote self-hate 
from our own, racism from others, 
sexism, constant critiques of our 
bodies, hair, skin tone, and a whole 
lot more." 
On Feb. 15 Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. Will host Black Card 
Revoked at 6: 13 p.m. 
Conversations with STRONG: 
Black Owned. A Lesson in Entre-
preneurship & Branding! will be 
presented by STRONG MENtor-
ing with special guests Andre Weav-
"My very gentle Valentine, since 
for me you were born too soon and 
1 for you was born too late. God 
forgives him who has estranged 
me from you for the whole year," 
Charles wrote. "I am already sick 
of love, my very gentle Valentine." 
By the eighteenth century, it be-
came more and more common for 
people of all social classes ro give 
Valentine's Day greetings to friends 
and lovers alike. 
In the early 191 Os, a compa-
ny that later became Hallmark be-
gan selling cards specifically for the 
holiday which led to the heavily 
commercialized Valetine's Day cel-
ebrated now. 
According to thebalance.com, 
Valentine's Day spending generates 
a multi-billion dollar figure each 
year: $20.7 billion in 2019, $19.6 
er and Timery Jackson. The event 
will be held 6 p.m. Feb. 16. 
Eastern's Africa West percussion 
ensemble and the Jefferson Elemen-
tary School World Drumming Club 
will will present an event on Afri-
can drumming on Feb. 18 at 1 :30 
p.m. 
Coloring the Path: Grad School 
Edition will be held the same day at 
7 p.m. and be a conversation on the 
importance of graduate school, how 
to navigate applications and give 
current Eastern graduate students 
the chance to share their thoughts 
and opinions. 
billion in 2018, $18.2 billion in 
2017, $19.7 billion in 2016, $18.9 
billion in 2015, $17.3 billion in 
2014, and $18.6 billion in 2013. 
The top five purchases made in 
the United States for Valentine's 
Day are candy, greeting cards, eve-
nings out, flowers and jewelry. Fif-
ty two percent of the population 
purchases candy for the holiday, 
43 percent purchase greeting cards, 
34 percent spend money on an 
evening our, 37 percent purchase 
flowers and 21 percent spend mon-
ey on jewelry. 
This year Americans are expect-
ed to spend 21. 8 billion dollars 
celebrating the holiday in various 
ways. 
Emilee Tosh can be reached at 581-
2812 or ertosh@eiu.edu. 
On Feb. 23 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
an event, Cultural Stereotypes: Per-
ceptions or Reality, will be held to 
discuss the complexities of cultures 
and generalizations. International 
students will also discuss the pat-
terns of culture they b<;long to. The 
event will be moderated by Lutete 
Carlos. 
The final event will be Image 
Awards: Success Is the New Black, 
hosted by Eastern's NAACP. The 
event will be Feb. 27. · 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
581-2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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STAFF EDITORIAL COLUMN 
Super Bowl an Environmental racism an is'sue 
odd experience that needs to be dealt with 
amid COVID-19 
The Super Bowl is usually one 
of the premier events on the cal-
endar for many Americans. -
It is always a spectacle when it 
comes to the commercials and the 
halftime shows as tens of thou-
sands of people packing into a sta-
dium. 
The commercials and halftime 
shows were of course present for 
this year's big game, but perplex-
ingly, so was the stadium full of 
people. 
Now Raymond James Stadium 
in Tampa Bay was not filled to ca-
pacity. In fact, the 25,000 people 
in attendance made up the small-
est in-person audience ever for a 
Super Bowl. 
Nevertheless, we at The Daily 
Eastern News think it was 25,000 
people too many. 
Perhaps you may have heard, 
but we are in the middle of a glob-
al pandemic that has killed over 
Editorial Board 
463,000 Americans, enough to fill 
up Raymond James Stadium a lit-
tle more than seven times. 
Among the fans in attendance 
were 7,500 vaccinated health-
care workers, bur the best way to 
honor their service would be not 
have a crowd at all instead of giv-
ing them tickets to a possible su-
per spreader event. 
Another issue with the Super 
Bowl is certainly the countless 
parties that happened across the 
country. 
It is very difficult to have lim-
ited these gatherings, but those 
who did host or attend Super 
Bowl parties should be ashamed of 
themselves. 
We all want to celebrate some-
thing, but taking a year off from 
watching a football game with 
your friends and family will not 
kill you. 
But COVID-19 still can. 
A 2018 study conducted by the 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy showed that at the national, state 
and county levels, non-white Amer-
icans are more burdened by particu-
late matter - or air pollution consist-
ing of automobile fumes, smog, soot, 
oil smoke, ash and construction dust 
- than white people. 
This is a form of systemic racism 
called environmental racism. Sociolo-
gist Robert Bullard determined "race 
to be more important than socioeco-
nomic status in predicting the location 
of the nation's commercial hazardous 
waste facilities." 
His research found chat African 
American children are five times more 
likely to have lead poisoning (the lead-
ing environmental health threat for 
children) than their white peers, and 
that a disproportionate number of 
people of color reside in areas with 
hazardous waste facilities. 
Past presidents have promised to ad-
dress environmental racism but have 
failed to do so. It is looking like Biden 
will break this cycle by working to 
ease this problem. According to NPR, 
''.Among a raft of executive actions on 
Lindsey Ulrey 
the climate Biden signed on Wednes-
day was one creating a White House 
council on environmental justice and 
a pledge that 40% of the benefits from 
federal investments in clean energy and 
clean water would go to communities 
that bear disproportionate pollution." 
On the other hand, academics, for-
mer federal officials and activists have 
warned that the Biden administration 
has a lot of work ahead of them be-
cause they have the task of building 
trust with the people in the commu-
nities where past administrations have 
been breaking promises for decades. 
"Trust bas been broken," says Mus-
tafa Santiago Ali, who ran the Office 
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ronmental Protection Agency under 
President Barack Obama. "For com-
munities, especially vulnerable com-
munities, there have been so many 
broken promises over the years." 
People of color are facing increased 
health issues due to environmental rac-
ism. This is a national crisis, yet a lot of 
white people are not even aware of it. 
We can no longer stand by and let our 
fellow Americans face early deaths and 
health complications due to racism. 
Greater awareness must be brought 
to this issue, and more policy needs 
to be passed on this issue. The United 
States must do better at addressing en-
vironmental racism or things will nev-
er change. 
Actor, producer, and humanitari-
an Danny Glover stated, "If we talk 
about the environment, for example, 
we have to talk about environmen-
tal racism- about the fact that kids in 
South Central Los Angeles have a third 
of the lung capacity of the kids in San-
ta Monica." 
Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman politico/ 
science major. She can be reached at 
581-2812 orlrulrey@eiu.edu. 
Assistant Photo Editor 
Zach Berger . 
Panthers open season Sunday with loss 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
A shortened, conference-only sea-
son is underway for the Eastern Vol-
leyball ream as rhey faced Morehead 
State Sunday afternoon in Lantz Are-
na. 
It was the first game for the Pan-
thers in almost 15 months, and they 
fell to the Eagles 3-1. 
There were several new faces see-
ing action for the Panthers, includ-
ing head coach Sara Thomas, appear-
ing in her first game as a head coach 
following a long wait. 
She said that she was pleased with 
how the team performed, despite the 
loss. 
'Tm so proud," she said. "I feel 
like we battled. There's a couple 
things we can clean up on our side, 
but the improvement and the com-
posure that they had is what I'm the 
most proud of" 
Thomas also said chat just being 
out on the court again was a lot of 
fun. 
"It felt so good, and to not play 
against ourselves," she said. "Its a 
nice kickoff too to be at home." 
The first rwo sets of the game were 
where the Panthers performed the 
best, dropping the first set 25-21 and 
winning the second set 25-18. 
In those two sets, the Panthers 
scored more points than they did in 
all three sets in their matchup against 
Morehead State last season. 
Winning the second set of the sea-
son was also notable, considering that 
Eastern lost its first 18 sets against 
conference opponents last season. 
That slow start in conference play 
last season led the Panthers to finish-
ing tied for the worst record in the 
OVC at 1-15. Morehead State was 
tied for the second-best record in 
conference play last season at 12-4. 
Individually, Eastern was led in 
scoring by senior outside hitter Lau-
rel Bailey and sophomore outside hit-
ter Ireland Hieb with 17.5 points 
each. Bailey collected her points with 
a game-high 15 kills and added 5 
block assists. Hieb's points came via 
11 kills, 6 service aces and 1 block as-
sist. 
Redshirt-junior Kylie Michael also 
had double-digit kills with 1 O while 
junior setter Bailey Chandler had a 
game-high 31 assists. 
Five freshmen saw playing time for 
Eastern. They were Christina Mar-
tinez Mundo, Ashley Sharkus, Emi-
ly Wilcox, Elisavet Papageorgiou and 
Kameryn Sillmon. 
The Eagles were led in scoring by 
senior outside hitter Olivia Lohmei-
er with 13.5 points. This was below 
her average from last season, when 
she second in the OVC and seventh 
in the nation in scoring. 
A unique wrinkle this season is 
that the OVC volleyball teams will be 
playing back-to-back games against 
the same opponents in the same loca-
tion to reduce travel during the pan-
demic. 
Thomas said that she thinks this 
can be a fun, albeit temporary, expe-
rience when it comes to game plan-
ning. 
"It's kind of exciting that we get 
the opportunity to play them right 
away without having to wait," she 
said. 
The Panthers and Eagles play again 
Monday at 3 p.m. in Lantz Arena. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern senior outside hitter Laurel Bailey follows through on a kill attempt against Morehead State in the season 
opener Sunday afternoon. Bailey led all players with 15 kills in the game, which Eastern lost 3-1. 
Basketball teams get weekend wins Cross 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern guard Kira Arthofer throws a pass to her left in a game against 
Belmont Feb. 5 in Lantz Arena. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern guard Marvin Johnson drives for a layup in a game against Bel-
mont Feb. 5 in Lantz Arena. . 
By Adam Tumino 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino 
For the first time this season, both 
the men's a~d women's basketball 
teams for Eastern picked up a win on 
the same day. 
Each team played Tennessee State 
at home Saturday, with both teams 
for Tennessee State being in last place 
in the OVC. 
Women's Basketball 
Despite missing starters Karle Pace 
and Morgan Lirwiller, who are both 
dealing with injuries, the Panthers 
beat the Tigers 62-45 Saturday after-
noon. 
Eastern improved to 7-7 in OVC 
play with the win, moving into a 
tie for sixth place in the conference, 
while Tennessee State fell short once 
again of its first win this season. The 
Tigers are now 0-13 in conference 
play and 0-15 overall. 
Sophomore guard Lariah Wash-
ington led the team in scoring for the 
third-suaight game with 15 points. 
She shot just 2-of-5 from the field, 
but went 10-of- l O from the free-
throw line. She also led the team 
with 7 rebounds. 
Kira Arthofer, Abby Wahl and Jor-
dyn Hughes also scored in double fig-
ures for the Panthers, who shot 42.6 
percent from the field as a team. 
The Eastern defense were able to 
keep the Tiger offense down, allow-
ing them to shoot just 18-of-49 from 
the field. Tennessee State is averaging 
just 48.1 points per game this season, 
by far the lowest mark in the OVC. 
Eastern plays its next game Feb. 11 
on the road against Jacksonville State. 
The game tips off at 4:30 p.m. 
Men's Basketball 
With an 86-72 win over Tennes-
see State, the Eastern men's basket-
ball team has now won two of its last 
three games following an eight-game 
losing streak. 
The short-handed Panthers got 
some reinforcements with the re-
turn of graduate transfer Sammy Fri-
day IV and sophomore Ryan Leon-
ard, who had each been unavailable 
for the previous six games. 
Eastern blew the game open early, 
starting the first half on a 21-5 run. 
The Panthers shot 18-of-25 in the 
first half and 3 l -of-50 for the game. 
They were also able to withstand at 
l 7-2run by the Tigers as a result of 
their hot first shooting early. 
Senior guard Marvin Johnson led 
the Panthers with 25 points and I 0 
assists while shooting 9-of-12 from 
the field. 
Freshman guard Henry Abra-
ham scored a season-high 16 points, 
shooting 5-of-9 from three-point 
range. 
Friday scored 17 points in his re-
turn on 6-of-7 shooting and se-
nior forward Jordan Skipper-Brown 
scored 13 points and collected a 
team-high IO rebounds. 
Eastern plays again Feb. 11 on the 
road against Jacksonville State, with 
the game tipping off at 7:30 p.m. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-




Staff Report I @DEN_Sports 
Both the Eastern men's and 
women's cross country teams 
picked up first-place finishes while 
hosting the EIU Spring Open Sat-
urday. 
It was the second meet of the sea-
son for the teams following a meet 
at Southeast Missouri on Jan. 23, 
where the men's team finished third 
out of five teams and the women's 
team finished fifth. 
The three other teams competing 
in the meet Saturday were DePaul, 
Southeast Missouri and Saint Louis. 
On the men's side, Eastern held 
four of the top five spots. 
Franky Romano finished first fol-
lowed by Dustin Hatfield in sec-
ond. Marcus Skinner and Adam 
Swanson came in fourth and fifth. 
For the women's team, Kate 
Bushue finished second and Mag-
gie McPherson placed third, with 
Mackenzie Aldridge placing fifth, 
Avani Flanagan placing seventh and 
Kylie Decker placed ninth. 
Each team will compete next on 
March 1 at the OVC Champion-
ship in Clarksville, Tennessee. 
The Sports Staff can be reached at 581-
> 2812,or densportsdesk@gmail.com. 
